Postage
Paid
Australia

Chorten is the magazine of Atisha Centre.
Print Post Approved.
Publication No 326764/00058

If undelivered return to:
43 View Street Bendigo, VIC 3550
Australia

Surface
Mail

CHEIRTEN

STUPA EDITION N22 1

The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion is being built near Atisha Centre in Australia. It will be the same size and
design as the Great Stupa of Gyantse in Tibet. This will make it the largest stupa in the Western world.

Great Stupa Exhibition Centre now open

The Great Stupa Exhibition Centre, located next to the site of Great
Stupa, was officially opened by Tenzin Phuntsok Atisha on January
152005, The exhibition includes Holy Relies that have been

offered to the Great Stupa and holy objeets that are being gathered
for the Great Stupa. The Exhibition centre is open weekends and
public holidays and entry is free. From Bendigo drive to Atisha
Centre and look for signs (see direetions on back page),

Lama Zopa Rinpoche has encouraged us to make a permanent
exhibition space for visitors to the Great Stupa site. The Sandhurst
Town restaurant has been restored to fulfil this purpose.

The restoration has been made possible due to the contribution of
many people including Finn Mathews, Dennis Kenny, Elizabeth
and Keith Mellor, Bendigo Chinese Association, Tom Hall, Peter
Stripes, Bogdan, Brian Ashen and friends, Kate Lodington and
Sally MeAra. Special thanks must go to a group of 20 members
of Quang Minh temple in Braybrook who came on November 13
2004 to transform the old Sandhurst Town restaurant into The
Gireat Stupa Exhibition Centre. In one day nearly 30 litres of paint The Grear Stupa Exhibition Centre is open weekends and public
(donated by a student) in *Tibetan” colours was painted onto the holidays, Entey is free,

outside of the building, The transformation was wonderful. Many

thanks to our generous friends,

Major items (information in English, Chinese and Vietnamese) in

the exhibition centre are:

o  Sacred Buddhist relies — this is one of the most extensive
calleetions of Buddhist relics in the world, Included are relics
of Shakyamuni Buddha, Kasyapa Buddha, 16 Arhants, plus
relics from Tibet, China, Malaysia, Thatland, Myanmar and
Mongolia,

s Kalachakra house — used by His Holiness Dalan Lama.

e Stupa models — The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion,
Mahabodhi Stupa, Schwedagon Stupa and others.

o 3.5 metres high statue Guru Rinpoche -~ Soon to be assembled.

e Prayer wheels — Currently 8 have arrived (of 108).

o Kadampa stupas — Currently 10 have arrived (of 5.000),

o Statues and Sa Tsa's — Many on display.

o Video  Video of Great Stupa project and Geshe Lama
Konchog's cremation.

# Jade Buddha ~ Display on jade and jade Buddha project. Holy relics at the Great Stupa Exhibition Centre.




Foundation Footings Complete

On Wednesday August 18 2004, 74 days and 47 truck-loads of
conerete after work commenced on June 4, the final pour of the
foundation footings took place.

The foundations can be viewed when visiting the Great Stupa
Exhibition Centre or Atisha Centre.

Photo right: The foundations seen fron a hot air balloon.

The Atisha Centre Gompa (Temple) can e seen in the top left of
the photo,

Photo below: The foundations are impressive from any view (photo
by Sally Medra).

Construction - the next phase

Buddha-base Brothers and Sisters

Now that the foundation footings are in place the next phase will
be to erect the steel framework of the Great Stupa.

The cost to supply and erect the massive steel columns for the next
phase is estimated to be approximately AUD $500,000.

We will endeavour to find some of this cost in the form of
discounts that can be offered by a major steel supplier. And we
plan to begin work on the steel framework in 2005,

I you think you can help with this fund please contact lan

Gireen, the Director, 43 View Street Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia,
Phone (+613) 5444 2440. Fax (+613) 5444 2422, Email

infolestupi.org.au

REJOICE! All Foundation Fathers and

Mothers Found

With the addition of Kim Lee & Bruno Eberhardt, Philip &
Lesley Hall, Claire Atkins, and lan & Judy Green we now have
our full allocation of twelve Foundation Mothers and Fathers of
the Gireat Stupa. The carlier Foundation Mothers and Father are:
Lama Zopa Rinpoche, Salim Lee, Elizabeth and Ken Mellor /
Tony and Nada Smark, Lai Hing Wong-Chong, Thai Cheah,
Barbara Nicol, Ketty and Choung-Ho Shu, Lim Kooi Hua and
Tan Guat Ngor,

All together there are 12 pillars that support the Great Stupa.

The names of Foundation Fathers and Maothers are inseribed in
perpetuity on each of the great pillars inside the Great Stupa.
Foundation Fathers and Mothers have contributed $10,800 to the
Gireat Stupa.

I you missed out on becoming a Foundation Father or Mother,

do not worry because we have another great opportunity for you
to give. The largest foundation of themv all is the massive footing
for the 8 metre high Buddha statue inside the Gompa of the Great
Stupa,

We are seeking four only Buddha-base Brothers and Sisters to
contribute 510,800 to the Great Stupa. The name of each Brother
or Sister will be inseribed in perpetuity on one of the four sides of
the great base on which the Buddha will be positioned. Please note
that a group of people may join together to be joint Buddha-base
benefactors.

Enquiries and donations should be addressed to Judy or lan
Green, The Great Stupa, 43 View Street Bendigo VIC 3550
Australia, Phone (+613) 5444 2440. Fax (+613) 5444 2422, E-mail

infolastupa.org.au

Skills needed by the Great Stupa

The Great Stupa requires people with skills in the following arcas.
For more details please contact lan Green:

s Builders to work on building the “retaining walls™ and the
Ciateway Stupas.

Volunteers tour guides to work from the Great Stupa
Exhibition building,

o  Gardeners to seleet and plant native plants on revegetation

arcas.

e [Horticulturalist to select and plant the main shade trees around
Cireat Stupa.

»  Cirantsecker, See page 5,





















