Chorten is the magazine of Atisha Centre.
Print Post Approved, Surface Postage
Publication No 326764/00058 Mail Paid
Australia
If undelivered return to:

16 Brodie Street Bendigo, VIC 3550
Australia

CHORTEN

STUPA EDITION N°19

The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion is being built near Atisha Centre in Australia. It will be the same
size and design as the Great Stupa of Gyantse in Tibet. This will make it the largest stupa in the Western world.

New Benefactors

We welcome the following new major benefactors for this issue: Venerable Thich Phuoc Tan (Australia), Marianne
Baillieu (Australia), Florence Chew (Australia), Lam Thanh Hua and Ton Bao Duong (Australia), Seng Joo How
(Singapore) Chong Min Li (Australia), Kathleen Rice (Australia).

And a special thank you to our latest Foundation Mothers and Fathers: Ketty and Choung-Ho Shu (Australia [ Taiwan),
Many thanks on behalf of us all to these generous benefactors for their support for the Great Stupa of Universal
Compassion (Tse-Chen Cho-Khor Ling).

Harmony Village is planned to include 45 homes for

VIETNAMESE VILLAGE TO BE BUILT NEXT families to live and work in the Bendigo region. It also
TO THE GREAT STUPA includes a retirement home for elderly Vietnamese

people who wish to spend their time near to the Atisha
temple and the Great Stupa.

Mr and Mrs Vo have also generously offered a piece

of the land to Quang Minh temple for them to set up

a monastery for monks to practice in the Vietnamese
tradition.

Another feature of the Harmony Village plan is a

hostel for under-privileged students from Vietnam to
live together while they study at Bendigo's La Trobe
University and BRIT (tafe) College. It is hoped that the
La Trobe and BRIT will be able to offer reduced tuition
fees to these students,

lan Green, the Director of the Great Stupa said that he
was “delighted” with the Harmony Village development.
He added “It was always part of Lama Yeshe's vision for
Mr and Mrs Vo with lan Green on the site of Harmony Village there to be a large lay community living near the Great
Stupa. And the fact that there will now be Vietnamese
dharma brothers and sisters living alongside the Atisha
lay community and the Sangha makes it all the more
exciting.”

The proposal for Harmony Village along with the
Comprehensive Development Plan for Atisha Centre and
The Great Stupa are currently with the City of Greater
Bendigo.

A Vietnamese couple, Lieu and Bien Vo, have purchased
18 hectares (45 acres) of land adjoining Atisha Centre to
set up Harmony Village, As Lieu says: "My husband and
[ have been very successful in Australia and we want

to give an opportunity to less fortunate Vietnamese
migrants to enjoy a regional lifestyle and to live next to
the Great Stupa, which will be the largest Stupa in the
Western world.”



PREPARING FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE GREAT STUPA

Structural Engineers, Connell Mott MacDonald, have
prepared the “footings package" for the foundations

of the Great Stupa. Once these drawings are combined
with the services plan that is being prepared by BRT
(mechanical [ electrical { hydraulic engineers) the
tender documents for the foundations of the Great Stupa
will be ready for issue. We are hopeful of having these
tender documents issued by the end of this year so that
the foundations for the Great Stupa will be laid in early
2004.

If you know anyone who could help with discounts in
the supply and installation of steel and concrete we
need to hear from you in the very near future, There
will be a great deal of concrete, steel, cable and conduit
required and whatever we save on materials and supply
we will put back into extending the foundations. All
signihicant offers made to the foundations of the Great
Stupa will be recognised in perpetuity within the Great
Stupa.

The Great Stupa is a complicated building which is made
even more complicated by the requirement that it last
for 1,000 years. As we near the completion of the Great
Stupa design phase we look back on an architecture

and engineering process which has been underway

on a voluntary basis for around four years and on a
professional basis for nearly 18 months. As lan Green,
the Director of the Great Stupa said “To reach this stage
is @ major milestone in the creation of the Great Stupa”,

[f you have a contact who you think can help with the
foundations of the Great Stupa please contact lan Green
on (61) 0417 398877, iang@ cgm.com.au or Fundraising
Director, Jon Breukel at jonbreukel@hotmail.com
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Preparing for construction:
Venerable Dennis Kenny, Wayne Thomson and Peter Weiss plan
access track for construction vehicles.

PADMASAMBHAVA STATUE FUNDING ALMOST ACHIEVED

In the last newsletter we advised that Lama Zopa
Rinpoche has said it is very important for the success
of the Great Stupa to create a Padmasambhava (Guru
Rinpoche) statue as soon as possible.

The statue has now grown in size [rom 1.8 metres to
3 metres (10 to 12 foot) tall. The statue will be based
on the statue in His Holiness Dalai Lama's temple in
Dharamsala.

Lama Zopa Rinpoche has offered USD$5,000.

Other donations have been received from Sakya
Choekor Lhunpo (Melbourne Sakya Centre), Genevieve
Ryan, Shirley Cheng, Mark and Dechen Gerrard, and
Samantabhadra Offering Circle.

We need only $2,500 more to be able to afford this
statue and the shipping.

Enquiries and donations should be addressed to:
lan Green, The Director

16 Brodie Street Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia,

Phone (61} 0417 398 877 : Fax (61) 3 5442 5301

Email iang@ cgm.com.au
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THE GREAT STUPA HOLY RELIC TOUR MELBOURNE 2003 A GREAT SUCCESS

The Great Stupa Holy Relic Tour of two temples in
Melbourne. (Tara Institute and Quang Minh temple),
from July 18 to 27 was a great success. Over 6,000
people viewed and venerated the relics in this period
and both temples expressed their honour in hosting the
tour.

Upwards of 1,000 people viewed the relics at Tara
Institute where the tour was launched by a blessing
ceremony on July 18.

On July 24 the relics were escorted rom Bendigo to
Quang Minh temple by a cavalcade of cars. Police led
the procession through the main street of Footscray
where they were welcomed by a large crowd of devout
Vietnamese waving Buddhist flags. Over 5,000 viewed
the relics at Quang Minh temple.

One visitor to the relics wrote to say:

What can I say to describe fully the amazing experience
of being in the presence of the precious relics. Truly

no words can adequately convey the greatness of the
Buddhadharma as simply and purely as the relics did.
It certainly deepens faith in the power of the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas.

David Andrews, the Director of Tara Institute wrote:
We felt that being able to sponsor The Great Stupa Holy

Relic Tour was a great privilege and honour. Many of the

members of Tara Institute commented fo me that they
considered themselves most fortunate to have been in the
presence of such precious relics.

We would be absolutely delighted to host the tour in the
Suture at whatever time suits you.

[f you would like to have the blessing of the Holy Relics
in your city please contact us. The Great Stupa Holy
Relic Tour comes complete with a large display module,
showcases, lights and display cards.

The Holy Relic tour with some of the 5,000 crowd
at Quang Minh temple

FUND FOR FIRST GATEWAY STUPA LAUNCHED

One of the unique features of Tibet are the gateway
Stupas on major pilgrimage routes and entrances to
holy places. Those who have visited Lhasa will probably
recall the famous gateway stupas near the Potala.

We are planning four gateway Stupas at the four
cardinal entrances to the Great Stupa. The first will be
built on the path from Atisha Centre to the Great Stupa,
The gateway Stupa will be built by volunteer labour,

A fund has been launched to raise $5,000 for building
materials,

The gateways ol these stupas will contain places where
the ashes of the bereaved can be stored as a memorial.
For further information on these Gateway Stupa

Memorials please see the article on Memorials on page 7

of this newsletter,

Enqguiries and donations should be addressed to:
lan Green, The Director

16 Brodie Street Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia,

Phone (61) 0417 398 877 : Fax (61) 3 5442 5301

Email iang@ cgm.com.au

ot )i
Gateway Stupa in Mustang



THE WORLD'’S LARGEST JADE BUDDHA AT THE GREAT STUPA

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY - CLOSES SOON!

Our project to carve the world's largest Jade Buddha is
underway. So far we have raised around $100,000 in

investments. To make it a reality we need to raise a total

of $1 million by the end of January 2004. So the timing
is now urgent, If you want to participate please contact
us NOW.

The Jade Buddha will be located in a temple near the
Great Stupa of Universal Compassion and it will be a
wonder of the Buddhist world.

The Jade Buddha will be carved from the boulder
known as Polar Pride. It is the largest known jade

boulder ever found and it is a flawless AAA gem-quality

grade jade. Polar Pride is an 18 metric tonne boulder
that is approximately 4 metres long and between 1.5
and 2 metres in diameter.

There will be a huge amount of “scrap” left over from
the carving the large Buddha, It is estimated that the
carvers can produce around 200,000 items (jade stupas,
pendants and other jewellery items) from the off-cuts
that we can sell or offer to those who make donations.
We require USD$ Imillion dollars to finance this project.
It is planned to raise this finance through investors

in the international Buddhist world. The term of the
investment is 5 years. The financial return to investors
is 100% of investment capital. That is, the investors’
capital will be doubled after five years. However the
returns for investors are many-fold. Not only will they
earn an excellent return on their money they will

also make the wonderful merit of helping to create

an amazing holy object for the world. Minimum
Investment is $10,000.

Kirk Makepeace and lan with half the jade boulder

For an investment brochure and an application form

contact:
The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion Lid, 16 Brodie street,
Bendigo Victoria 3550 Australia,

Phone: (61) 417 398877 - e-mail: iang @ cgm.com.au

BECOME A FOUNDATION FATHER OR MOTHER

All together there are 12 pillars that support the Great
Stupa. Our aim is to have a Foundation Father and/or
Mother for each of these pillars. Their names will be
inscribed in perpetuity on one of the great pillars inside
the Great Stupa.

To date we have eight Foundation Mothers or Fathers.
These are: Lama Zopa Rinpoche, Salim Lee, Elizabeth
and Ken Mellor [ Tony and Nada Smark, Lai Hing
Wong-Chong, Thai Cheah, Barbara Nicol, Ketty and
Choung-Ho Shu and one anonymous benefactor.

So we have four pillars left for sponsorship by new
Foundation Fathers and Mothers.

Foundation Fathers and Mothers contribute $10,800 to
the Great Stupa.

For further details contact:

lan Green, The Director

16 Brodie Street Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia.
Phone (61) 0417 398 877 @ Fax (61) 3 5442 5301
Email iang@cgm.com.au



WORDS OF SUPPORT FROM HIS HOLINESS SAKYA TRIZIN

On leaving Atisha Centre during his visit in May, His
Holiness said “I'm very happy to be here, and [ think
it'’s of great benefit to construct a Great Stupa here on
this land. I think this will definitely help to spread the
Buddhadharma and prevail the peace and harmony, not
only on this region but in the entire world. So I wish
this project great success.”

His Holiness Sakya Trizin recicved a nugget of Bendigo gold

to commemaorate his visit,

KHENSUR RINPOCHE HAPPY WITH THE TREASURE
VASE CEREMONY AT GREAT STUPA SITE

On August 22 2003 Khensur Rinpoche (Kangyurwa
Khensur Losang Thubten Rinpoche) conducted the
ceremony to place four treasure vases in the earth below
the Great Stupa. Khensur Rinpoche was supported by
Geshe Pema Tsering (Buddha House), Geshe Konchok
Tsering (Atisha centre) and Venerable Tenzin Dhargye.
Khensur Rinpoche said he was very happy with the
Treasure Vase ceremony. He said that “the event went
very well and I am very pleased the way everyone
worked together. The vases were filled with many
precious substances such as gold and silver and
medicines and herbs that would be pleasing to the
deities in the sky and the nagas below the ground.

Geshe Konchok Tsering, Geshe Pema Tsering, Khensur
Rinpoche, Thubten Gyatso and other Sangha.

The full name of the vases is "Vases that increase the
potency of the land” and they will facilitate the success
of the Great Stupa, Atisha centre, Thubten Shedrup Ling
Monastery and even people living in the region.”
Khensur Rinpoche unveiled a plaque to commemorate
the treasure vase ceremony and the ceremony he
conducted in November 1994 which was a traditional
Tibetan consecration ceremony to subdue all hostile
energies and create a permanent atmosphere of peace
and goodwill at the Great Stupa site.
lan Green, the Director of the Great Stupa project said
Geshe Konchok Tsering and Vencrable Tenzin prepare fo “This ceremony is the single most important event o
hury one of the sealed vases. Watched on by Khensur have happened with Great Stupa to date. Now the vascs
Rinpoche and Geshe Pema Tsening are laid we can commence construction.”




VIETNAMESE MASTER BLESSING A

GREAT SUCCESS

At 1lam Monday August 18, the Most Venerable Thich
Phuoc Hue (OAM), the Founding Patriarch Phuoc Hue
Buddhist Monastery; President of The United Vietnamese
Buddhist Congregation in Australia-New Zealand;
President of the Buddhist Federation of Australia and
Elder of the World Buddhist Sangha Council. blessed the
Great Stupa site. The Most Venerable was welcomed by
the Atisha Women's Choir who included the Vietnamese
hymn “Kinh men Thay” in their repertoire. The Most
Venerable led several Vietnamese monks in chanting
Sutras on the site. This auspicious event was followed by
the unveiling of a commemorative plaque and a lunch
for all who attended,

. Cadyn "
Thubten Gyaiso, Geshe Kenchok Tsering, The Most Venerable, lan
Green and Thich Phuoe Hue with the commemorative plaque.

SKILLS NEEDED BY THE GREAT STUPA

The Great Stupa requires people with skills in the
following areas:
For more details please contact lan Green.

Webmaster for our website.

[ustrator who can prepare visualisations of the
finished Stupa (showing cut-aways of the Stupa and
shrine rooms) and the area around it (with many
small stupas and prayer wheels).

3-D Computer artists who can prepare “fly-through"
animation of the Great Stupa.

Engineer to design the “retaining walls” and the
steps for the 100,000 stupas and the Gateway
Stupas.

Builders to work on building the “retaining walls"
and the Gateway Stupas,

Watering system designer to prepare design for
watering the trees that surround the Great Stupa.

MEETING WITH DALAI LAMA'S

REPRESENTATIVE

A meeting was held with Tenzin Phuntsok Atisha,

the representative of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in
Australia on September 16.

Representing the Great Stupa were Jon Breukel (Director
of Fundraising), Brian Ashen (Board member) along
with Judy and lan Green.

During the meeting several ways of working for the
mutual benefit of the Dalai Lama's office and the Great
Stupa were discussed. lan also took the opportunity of
again extending an invitation for His Holiness to visit
the Great Stupa site during his next visit.

Jon Breukel, Ms Elaine Carbines, Chair of the Victorian
Parliamentary Friends of Tibet Group and Tenzin Phuntsok Atisha.

Gardeners to select and plant native plants on
revegetation areas.

Hoticulturalist to select and plant the main shade tree
around Great Stupa.

Holy Relic Tour Coordinator to set up and travel with
the Great Stupa Holy Relic Tour.

Publicity Manager for the Great Stupa and its projects
Jade Buddha coordinators in Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Malaysia..
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DISCUSSIONS WITH ABORIGINAL ELDERS TO

RECOGNISE THEIR CULTURE AND SPIRITUALITY

The Great Stupa is holding a series of discussions with
local elders to find ways that Aboriginal culture and
spirituality can be recognised in the Great Stupa. The
discussions have been facilitated by Gary Murray, the
Chair of the North West Region Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Board.

To date the process has been one of both parties gaining
more understanding of each other. We hope to report on
the steps towards an agreement in future issues of this
newsletter,

MEMORIALS AT THE GREAT STUPA OF

UNIVERSAL COMPASSION

At the Great Stupa we are making it possible for the
bereaved to provide various memorials for family and
friends. Our aim is to provide options that will suit the
wishes and budgets of most people.

As part of this process we undertake to organise the
blessing of the ashes of the deceased and the provision
of bronze plaques.

We are conscious that like the Great Stupa, the
memorials are to last a very long time. An allowance
is included for the long-term maintenance of the
memorials. All fees are all-inclusive of all costs.

Note: these prices will increase by 10% on 01/02/2004.

This beautiful antique bronze stupa from the C.H.Shu colection is
the model that Kinpoche has approved for the memorial stupas.

MEMORIAL STUPAS - Beautiful long-lasting bronze
Memorial Stupas will be located on top of the terrace
walls that surround the Great Stupa. These stupas will
be approximately 40 em high. They will be filled with
holy objects and consecrated.

One Memorial Stupa is USD$ 1,750 /| AUD$ 2,500.
Family memorial group of eight adjoining Memorial
Stupas is available at reduced fees.

MEMORIAL SITES IN GATEWAY STUPAS Large
Gateway Stupas will be placed at the four entrances to
the Great Stupa and in the walls of these gateways will
be placed the ashes of benelactors.

One Memorial Gateway site is USD $705 [ AUD $995.
Family memorial group of eight adjoining Memorial
Gateway sites is available at reduced fees.

THE TWO GREAT PRAYER WHEELS - Two Great
Prayer Wheels, located at the entrance to the Great
Stupa, are available as memorials.

One Great Prayer Wheel is USD $36,000 [ AUD $50,000.
Both Great Prayer Wheels are available for USD $68,000
| AUD $95,000.

THE 108 PRAYER WHEELS - 108 Prayer Wheels inset
into the outside wall of the Great Stupa are available as
memorials,

One Prayer Wheel is USD§ 1,750 { AUD$ 2,500.
Family memorial group of eight adjoining Prayer
Wheels is available at reduced fees.

BUDDHA IMAGES - Benefactors are offered the
opportunity of sponsoring Buddha images inside the
Great Stupa in the name of the bereaved. The sponsors’
name and dedication will be inscribed on a small
plaque (size varies) beneath the image and this will
remain there in perpetuity.

These statues and paintings can be sponsored for costs
ranging from USD$ 450 / AUD$ 650 to tens of thousand
dollars.

TREE MEMORIALS - The trees that surround the
Great Stupa can each be sponsored in the name of the
deceased. A 200mm x 100mm cast bronze plaque is
placed at the base of the chosen tree.

The cost of this memorial is USD$ 305 [ AUD$ 450,
Additional trees are available at a small discount.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT

MEMORIALS AT THE GREAT STUPA

What do the fees cover?

The fees shown above are all-inclusive. They include the
memorial (e.g. bronze stupa), offerings to monks and
nuns for the Jung Wa ceremony and the consecrations,
the cast bronze plaque, Goods and Sales tax, donation
to the Great Stupa and an allocation for the upkeep of
the memorial in perpetuity.






